ith 4 Ip akin 3 
loTIV 


AND 


- 


REASONS 


For Diſſevering from the 


Church of Rome 


And her DOCT RINE. 


—_— 


By Chr. Muſgrave, after | he had lived a C __ 
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Wherein, after the Dadeatice of his Converſion, he 
openeth divers Abſurdities praQtiſed in that Church, 

- being not Matters of Report, but ſach things where- 
of he was an Eye and Ear Witneſs, 
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Little Britain. 1688. 


Licenſed, 
' March 28th 1687. 


To the Moſt Reverend = 
FATHER « GOD, 


HIS GRAGE, The 


Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, 
Primate and Metropolitan of all Exg/ard. 


Oft Reverend and Gracious Fa- 
ther in God : Notwithſtanding 
that in a Publick Audience, 1 
have renounced the Church of Rome 
and ber 'DoGrine, and declared my ſelf 
moit willing to imbrace all and eve 
Article of the Church of England, be- 
Yo cauſe I cold not #t that time ſo. full 
open and lay down the Motrues and 
I Grounds of my Converſion as 1 intended, 
I promiſed to explain my ſelf more am- 
: A 2 P ly 3 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ply, not only 10 that Audience, but alfo 
unto the whole World, by putting my 
Motives forth in Print. Having there- 
fare in ſome ſort difcharged my Promiſe 
bycolleFing, thouph not all, yet the chief- 
et of my Motives, and fore-ſeeing not 
only what ſharp Cenſures, but alſo what 
great Oppoſztion theſe my poor Enaea- 
wours muſt ſuſtain, . and conſrdering-that 
a weak Body hath need of a ſtrong ſup- 
port, preſuming upon your Grace's favour, 
| 1 thought it moſt convenient to dedicate 
theſe my- firſs Fruits unto the High- 
Prieſt : Not only to the end that this 
ſmall Treatiſe might with mort ſecurity 
preſent it ſelf both to Foes and. Friends 
ander your Grace's. Proteftion, but alſo 
that the oblation of this ſmall Mite might 
ſatisfie for ſome part of the great Obliga- 
tion and Duty I owe unto your Grace; 


and moreover be a Teſtimony of my moſt 
3 GE bumble 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
bumble Aﬀetion -and deareſt - Reſpett. 
Thus moſt bumbly geſring your Grace's 
gracious and favourable Countenance, 
and beſeeching' the Lord of Heaven long 
to prote# and” preſerve your Grace in 
all Health and Happineſs, to bis Ho- 
nour and the Comfort of. bis. Church, 


[ reſt, Tour Grace's moſt 


bumble Servant, 


Chnſtopher Muſgrave. 


- FRG" TONEE 
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Comwnirg the manzer of his Converſion. 


CHAP. IL 


Containing the firſt Motive of diſlike of the Church 
of Rome and her DoFrine. 


CHAP. IT1. 


Concerning the Oppreſſion of Inferiour Religious Men 
by Superiours amongſt Carthuſians. 


CH AP. IV. 


Comtaining the diſlike taken from the Point of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, | 
CHAP..Y. 


Concerning abuſes committed in Auricular Confeſſion. 


CHAP. VL. 


Concerning divers other Poi we, as of Prayer for the 
Soxls in Purgatory, of Purgatory 'it ſelf, Tradition, and 

fuch like. 
Mo- 
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MOTIVES and REASONS 


For Diſſevering from the 


CHURCH « ROME 
And her DoertxriNnE. 


CHAP. I. 
Containing the manner of bis Conver ſton. 


E read in the ninth of Saint John's Gofſ- 
Y pel, that when Chriſt by his Omni- 
potency had open'd the Eyes of a Man. 
chat was born blind, not only his Neighbours, 
and the Vulgar ſort, but alſo the Phariſees. 
themſelves, were very deſirous to know.in what 
manner, or by what means Chriſt did open the 
blind mans Eyes : And therefore they asked 
him that was reſtored to his ſight, How were john 9.10. 
thme Eyes opened * And again, in the 26 verle, 
How opened be thine Eyes? It being indeed a moſt 
ſtrange and admirable thing, yea a — 
ike 
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Miuſeraves Motives. 


Joa9.32. like whereof was never heard ſince the begiyming 


luke 1, 


of the World, that any Man opened the Eyes of one that 
was born blind. The man who was reſtored to 
his ſight, anſwered, and ſaid, that a man called 
Jeſus, made Clay, and anointed his Eyes, and 
bad him go to the Poolof Syloam and waſh ; and 
he went and waſhed, and received his fight. 
This was a very ſtrange Miracle, and worthy 
not only of admiration, but alſo of all thank(- 
giving, love and adoration, being indeed a moſt 
evident argument and teſtimony 'both of our 
Saviours Love and Omnipotency. But far more 
admirable, far more worthy of Thanks, Love, 
and Adoration; are the:Love and Power which 
Chriſt manifeſteth in opening the Eyes of our 
Souls, and illuminating'them with the light of 
his grace ; he being ſent, as the Prophet Zachary 
doth teſtifie, To give Light to-them that fit in darks 
neſs, to wit; of {in _ error. And therefore, 


whenſoever it pleaſeth him, out of his great ' 


mercy and goodnels, to illuminate the eyes of 
a mans Soul who hath along time been blind» 
ed with ſuperſtitious Errors, and bring him un- 
ro the true Light and Underſtanding of his 
Word : all ſuch as have known, and been .ac- 


quainted with ſuch a man, may not only.ad- 


are, congrajulate, and praiſe God for luch-a 


mans. 
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Muſeraves Motrves. 
mans Converſion; but alſo, may:juftly demand 
of him the manner and means of his-{piritual 
illumination. And becauſe a-mans Friends 
and Neighbours may be,of the vulgar and un- 
learned lorr, for their better {atisfaQtion, they 
may refer ſuch a man unto the examination of 
the Phariſees, whereby the Clergy and moſt 
learned may be underſtood, that they allo may 
inquire and know, how and by what means 
the Eycs of his Soul were opened. 

And therefore, {ince it hath pleaſed Almigh- 
ty God, of his infinite Love, and by the pow- 
erful operation of his grace, after a long time 
ſpent in blind Superſtition, at. length to diſli- 
pare-the dark Cloud of Ertor, (wherewith the 
Eyts of my Soul were darkned, ) with-the 
bright- ſhining Beams of his Grace, to give (a- 
tisfaCtion to all true Proteſtants, which-(ldoubr 
not ). do congratulate with me, and: give! God 
thanks for my Converſion; and moreover, to 
detend my ſelf from the Calumniations of Pa- 
piſts, whole envy is {o great, that they deem 
me rather perverted then converted, and to ob- 
{cure the powerful: operation of Gods Grace, 
impute my leaving of them and their Do&trine, 
unto want of Wit, or a touch of Frenſie, or un- 
10 deſire and hopt of Preferment ; | will fincere» 
| B 


ly 


' Mauſgraves Motives. 
ly and briefly ſer dawn the means and manner. 
of my Converſion, 

Thus I anfwer to ſuch, as out of love defire 
to know how, and in quhat manner the Eycs of 
my Soul were opened, and alſo unto ſuch as 
think and ſay our of. envy, that the Eyes of my 
Soul are rather obſcured, then any way illumi- 
nated; That a manccalled Jeſus made Clay, and. 
anointed mine Eyes, and {aid unto me, Go unto 
the Pool of Sylam and waſh, andthou fhalr ſee; 
and | went and waſhed, and do ſee. And be- 
cauſe men may ask of me, what Jeſus did unto 
me, I muſt confeſs, how that after the liking. 
and affection, which (through the weakneſs of 
my Underſtanding and: Judgment at that time) 
I did take towards the Church of Rome and her 
Do&rine, and alfo that particular Aﬀection 
and liking uarothe Order of Carthufians, where- 
in L put my ſelf frſt-xo probation, and after- 
wards tyed my felf by profeſſion : After ſome 
years ſpent, with as great Zeal and Induſtry as 
I could, ( being always deſirous, according to - 
my little Underſtanding, and penury of time, 
roſearch and find out the Grounds and Reaſons-. 
of all Ceremonies and Obſervarions, )- it. bein 
a thing not permicted.in a mans Noviſhip, leſt . 
pcrhapscoming to underſandrhings aright, he 

SE ſhould: 


| Miſgraves Motroes. 
ſhould alter his mind, and if it were permitted, 
yet the obligation a Novice hath tolearnthe 
Ceremonies and Obſervations of the Order, 
which are both many and very difficult, will 
not afford a Novice todo'any thing elſe, bur 
only to dedicate himſelf wholly to the praQtice 
of them, which to do well, will require three 
or four years Labour and Induſtry. 

Being freed from that Inconvenience, and 
ſealing time even from thar little time which 
was limited for reſt,to wit, the ſpace of ſix hours - 
in a Night; | betook my ſelf to earneſt conſide- 
ration of every thing, wiſhing and deſiring that 
it might pleaſe Almighty God, to ſhew me the 
means and way how to attain unto ſuch know- 
| ledge. And he that is always moſt ready to 
help ſuch as fly unto him for Aid, to wit, Jeſus, 
who, according to' the | [nterpreration\ of his 
Name,” is the true Shepherd, and Saviour of 
our Souls, vouchſafed to make Clay,and anoint 
mine Eyes, by laying a grear-number of ſeri- 
ous Obſeryations before the Eyes of :my Soul, 
wherewithal my Eyes were not a little dazeled 
at the firſt, until it pleaſed the ſame Jeſus by 
the Inſpiration of his Spirit to bid me go to Sy- 
loam, indeed a two-fold Syloam, one of the Holy 


Scripture, and the other of Ancient Fathers, 
B 2 and 


Mimuſgraves Motiver. 
and there to'waſh-my. Eyes, and undoubtedly. 
ſhould by practice of them be. reſtored tomy 
fghr, and underſtand aright-/thoſe doubts and 
difficulties, wherewithal I was perplexed, and 
be able to; diſcern Light from Darkneſs, and. 
Truth from Falſhood-- ' 

And betaking my ſelf to. the reading of the 
Scriptures and ancient Fathers, and comparing, 
the State of the Primitive;Church, with the pre- 
ſent State and Government of. the Church of 
England, and of the Church of Rome, I ſoon per- 
ceived, how far the Church of Rome had plun- 
ged: her ſelf into that noiſome' puddle of Su- 
perſtition, and was quite faln from-her wonted 
Purity ( and as I may texmit, Innocency) and 
now polluted with a multitude of Deformities, 
which have ſprung from out the roots of Am 
biticn, Avarice, and Hypocriſic. 

Onthe other part1 conſidered; how that our 
Church of England: (howbeit. for: many years 
paſt, our ſins having deſerved._that ſcourge, -it 
had adhered unto the Church: of Rome,) had 
now-not only ſhaken off the Yoke of Superſtiti- 
on, but alſo lymphed her ſelf of all thoſe De- 
formities which any way did ſtain her ancient 
Beauty, and was reſtored to her former Purity, 
and Splendor of the Primitiye Church ; Mine 

SO, 


Minſgraves Motives. 
Eyes being opened, 1 {aw an infinite number of 
Abſurdities, and how far my fſclf had been de- 
ceived, and into- what great danger both 'of: 
Soul and Body I had-caft my ſelf, by-uider- 
raking that courſe of Life, wherein great Piety: 
is-pretended and preſcribed, but great Diflimu- 
Jation and Hypocrifie practiſed, as [ ſhall brief-- 
ly with Examples (whereof I have been an-. 
eye Wirnels) juſtifee. 


—_— w___ — __ 


CHAP.-IE 


Containing the firſt Motive of diſlike of the Church - 
of Rome, and her Dottrine. 


FT *' HE firſt thing that: moved: me to-ſcarch 
and look-into the Errors of the Church 

of Rome : was the conſideration of the grear 
Inſufhciency and want of Learning in many 
Perlons of the Order of. Carthuſtans, there being; 
indeed in moſt Monaſfterics of that: Order, d1- 
vers admitted, not only to that Order, but allo 
unto the dignity of Prieſthood, which can hard- 
ly read, much leſs underſtand their Mals, bur 
to ſpeak-or write Latine altogether unable. 1 
could nominate divers, both Engliſh-men and 
Strangers, 


$ _ Muſgraves Motives. 
| Strangersof-this tamp, whoſe Names for their 
honours ſake I-conceal. But wondring with 
my ſelf, what ſhould cauſe Superiors of that 
Order to-admit ſuch inſufficient men, and ask- 
ing familiarly-of ſome grave and wiſe men, 
what might bethe reaſon, they gave mea two- 
fold reaſon ; The-farſt, thatyCarthuſians living a. 
ſolitary and retired-courſe of Life, and not go- 
ing abroad to Preach, and converſe amongſt 
Seculars, had not need of any great Learning. 
But 1 anfwered, that they were bound, both b 
the Canons of the Church, and alſo by their 
Statutes, to admit none but ſuch as were /ufici- 
enter dofti, ſufficiently learned. 
Thepolicy The ſecond Anſwer was, thatit was the po- 
our icy of many Priors in that Order,to admit ſim- 
Face ple and unlearned Men'to be Monks, to that 
end, thatthePriors themſelves might keep their 
laces of Superiority the longer,and with more 
{ecurity, whilſt there were no Perſons ſufaci- 
ently qualified for to ſupply ſuch Places. 
T his gave me a great Lita : for howbeir 
I my ſelf was too too preſumptuous in taking 
the Dignity of Prieſthood upon me: neverthe- 
Jeſs, I could never endure that Men more unfit 
than my ſelf ſhould be admitted, howbeic di- 
vers by ſhifts and ſleights were admitted, which 
-are 


Muſgraves Motives. 
are.not only in reſpect of their ignorance bur- 
denſom both to-themaſelves and -others, bur al- 
ſo, according to that (aying, that Learning bath - 
na greater & than Jonorance: So no men are 
more enior Pl of {; pite, more malici- 
ous, and-mAe troubletome, . than ſuch blind- 


Buzzards, which cannot give the definition of 
a Prieſt, nor conſtrue three lines of their Maſs. 


"In 


CHAP. 1I1L, 


(concegning the Oppreſſion of Inferiour Religious Men - 
by Superiours amongſt Carthuſians. | 


Nother diſlike thatI did take, both of the 
Order of Carthuſians, and of the Church 

of Rome, did ariſe fromthe ordinary Oppreſſion 
of poor honeſt- hearted and zealouſly-minded 
Men, howbeit not. according to knowledge, I mean of 
ſuch as out of a true defire to obferve regular 
Diſcipline, ( being alſo bound. by their Statutes 
thereunto) did at aay-time inform.againſt the 
difſolute and debauchr living of their Superi- 
ours, ſuch Men, as in reſpect of. their true fer- 
vour, and earneſt deſtreto keep their Order and 
Statutes, deſerved: both Love and Commenda- 
tions. 
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trons amongſt Men-of their own' Profeflion, 
were {ure to find all bitterneſs and perſecution, 
roſque ad internecionem. And howbeit their com» 
plains were clariora Luce -meridianagclearer than 
the Sun, notwithſtanding SuggſÞur of that 
Order, one to ſupport another, "would make 
them more obſcurethan Darkneſs'it (elf,and fo 


.deviſe all means poſſible to opprels their Inferi- 


ours. . And hereof I will put down one or two 
Examples. 

Johannes de Sanflo Huberto, ſometime Vicar of 
the Carthufian Monaſtery of Martins Buſſe in 
Flanders, being moſt certainly informed ofmany 
irreligious aCtions of his Prior, and amongſt o- 
cher matters, that his Prior had got a Maid with 
"Child ; he being Vicar, thought bimſelt bound 
in Conſcience -( as he was indeed) to inform 
againſt his Prior, unto the*Superiours of. that 
Order: and being defirous-to: have the Advice 
-of Fathet Brullot, who. had ſometime been the 
Proctor of Martins Buſſe, and was dwelling at 
-« did write unto him-:-aad his Letter being 


.Wcercepted, and opened by the Prior of Martins 


Buſſe, who perceived that his Vicar intended to 
-profecute that buſineſs againſt him, the Prior 
{ent for the Viſitors of that Province, to com- 
-plain. againſt his Vicar, how that. he had-defa- 


med 


medhim;by writing ſuch.a Letter unto. Pathec 
Brullot.. The matter came to ſcanning, and Jo- 
annes de Sanfto Huberto:did produce two. Priefts 
of the (ame Monaſtery that gav@witnels againſt 
the Prior. But they were-not accepted by,the 
Viſitors, and both the Viear and-thie other two. 
religious men werecenlured by tlie Viftors-to 
be-impriſoned for defaming of their Prior, and 
the. Vicar and one of the ewo. were both: pur in 
Priſon, but the third was not, becauſe a Canon 
of Gant,,who was his Kin{pan, did writc a very 
threatning Letter unto the chicf Viſitor, warn- 
ing bin not to medgdle with his Couſin, nor! to 
puniſh-him any way, becauſe; if ſo be that, he 
ſhould doit, he would eafily prove that buk- 
nels, whereof the Prior was acculed,to be true, 
both tothe Yiſicors and. Priorsſhame, and ig- 
nominy of the wholeQrder. TINSUUSAL Lf 
Notwithſtanding the Prior was borne out by 
the Viſitor, and che poor Vicar being innoceat, 
\ was caſt into Priſon, and loK his place, andthe 
\Viftor ( whom otherwiſe 1. did know. to be-4 
/very honeſt man, yer, at thattime and in- that 
/ buſineſs dealing not honeſtly ) being demand- 
ed by 2 Friend, wherefoxe he-did ſo much op- 
prelsche- Vicar ? hisan{wer was, Propter honorem 
0rdinis,” to ſave the Honour and Reputation of 
C | their 


hoes Moone 

cheir Order; Thinking it better well Cos, 
by violecly oppreffing a poor honeſt man, 
then that the abules and abfurdiries'of that Or- 
der ( which-inMed.js accounted moſt firit and 
holy'in onward fhew; howbeir'fall of ſecrer 
and hidden fins from the fight of men, though 

not from the Eyes of God ) ſhould be manifeſt- 
edand mods known World: And thus 
. much; L can ſay-and juflifie apon my Confei- 
ence, chat Fathet Athony 2 Fine, who had been 
eyenty- years Prior of the-Carthuſian Monaſtery 
of Lyre, ard died Vicar of the fame Houſe, did 
tell-me the Womans Name (to wit, Putronills, ) 
which had that Chil by the Prjo# of Martins 
Bu | 

Ws gain, Jobaines Briall, being inflitated Prior 

ofthe Canin his of Liege, \#{ter'a year or two-of 
his mat acY gave hindelf- unto-all laſcivioul- 
yels of bing, and eſpectally to-continual Feaſt» 
_—_ Banquetings, in-ſo mich: that many 

nts were: made'of. him unto the- Viſt- 

Mn and-abfo rmto the General''of' the whole 
Order. [AndT: being then at Liege, and feeing 
his bad aad irreligious Life, was much offend- * 
edandi{candatized, and ſo-much the mote, in. 
ToſpedttharihePricr having, -beeh-profefſeF in 
grom Canthaſie, whictt is the chiefefiHowſe of 
the 


” - 
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the whole Order, and (phere regular Diſtipline 


is moſt-ftrialy.oblerved; was expetted-to be 


mot exeroplar; andproved moſtdebauch'd and 
irregular, making no more {cruple of Drunkens 
neſs, then-as if it. had been-no fie at all. | 
He continuing in his courle, and preſanvng 
altagether upon the favour of the General; had 
danted all the Monks-of that Houle, that, ex» 
cept. one, few there were :that durſt write of 
complain againſt -him, becauſe they had: no 
bope co-obrain Juſtice. Arkngth 1 my ſelf idid 
igformagaialſt him unto the General, and did 
urgethebuſinels ſofar, that the General fent a 
Gammiſſon varo the-Privr.of Gout, being} then 
newly-infticuted Viſttor of that Province, - tht 
he ſhould came to examine:the buſmels and do 
Juſtice. But Jacobus Diowyfai, for:that was his 
Name, being a moſt corruptmanboth-in/Body 
and Nlind,{ and being himtelt in danger to loſe 
his place, becauſe-he had been ed by his 
Vicar forfrequenting-of Bawdy-houfes at Mid- 
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migh t,> When as: he ſhould'haye | been at Martens - - 


with his Monks, to get favour atithe Generals 
hands by- favouring the: Prior of Liege, whom 
beknew very well ro be-much reſpected by the 
General, coming to-Liegetaexamine the buſt- 
neſs, wauld-notexamin any-{uchras he-thoughe 
- would 


a Miufgraves Motioes. | 
would truly andjuſtly'give Teſtimony againſt 
the Priorjbut by his awry Authority-would give 
ſentence forthe Prior againftme; howbeit boch 
my ſelf and others hadibeen 'Eye-witneſles of 
the Priors ofren Drunkennels, andithat greatno- 
tice was taken in theCity of the Priors misbeha« 
viour in that Point, as a Proctor of Liege," Bro- 
ther-in'Law unto. - Father Henry Chriſtian., a 
Monk of that Monaſtery, did with great grief 
of Mind certifie and tell/him of. 7 
| Beſides, the Popes'Nuntio, having heatd' of 
thar Priors-bad Lis, was ready, by the: Popes 
Authority, to havedepoled the'Prioy from his 
Office ;i notwithſtanding"the- General and 'the 
Viſitor did ſo much and ſo long-ſuppote: him, 
that he became ſhameleſs, quia peccator cum in pro» 
fundum ventrit, contemnit, and in fine, did falF into 
ſach groſs-and- enormous, yea; indjcibilia peccata, 
ſins norto be nomiinared; that he was glad to 
fly, and leave both the Monaſtery of Liege and 
alſo his'Priorſhip: Howbcit; that before rior 

 -only- miy-felf, bur: alſo 'Johames: 4ucelmtins, ard 
Peter Latermins, both Prieſts 'and Monks of that 

Houſe, had been much oppreſfed-and pimiſh- 

ed for writing and complaining” of his wicked 

and moſt unchriſtiar Life, Theſe-arc:the pro- 
reedings: of that holy” Order: wherewithal: che 
7 Eycs 


=. OT IO VE ITT OO 
Eyes of the. whole are blinded, the Superiours 
being for-the moſk part both Licentious and 
Covetous,, and -the LInferiours Envious: and 
Contentious. | 


CHAP. LV: - 


Containing the diſlike taken from the point of 
> bool Tranſubſtantiation, 


F: 
. 


| peer as. the things. before. menti- 
-:..0ned. ſpeflant mores, £7 non _fidem, are mats 
ters-of, Manners, and. not of Faith, to give and 
manifeſt.the-reaſons and motives: that. moved 
me toalcer myOpinion in matters of Faith,:l 
mult acknowledge, that finding {uch deformity 
of Manners and,Converlationeyen in the hyſt- 
botn and: faireſt Flowers .af. the. Church of 
Rome ; I was: much; afraid, and. not. a {little 
danced, fearing tha, had built my Houſe upon 
the; Sand, and not upon. a Rock,.and.thar the 
Tree that bears (ſuchiroiten-fruic, muſt,of ne-+ 
ceſlity -he.xotcen at;the, root; I mean, that the 
Dodrine of the. Church of Rome could hardly 
be Autheatical, ſceing that the Conyerſatign of 
her ole Ghildga was ſoDibolical. 

nd- 
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2 Andupoathisfoorth Conlideration Ibegan 
to-refie&t upon thoft pojnts:of Controverſie, - 
wherein weandthe'Charch iof Rome-do moſt - 

differ and diſſent; And beginning. with the | 

point of Tranſubſtantiation, howbeir' the Pa- 

piſts are not aſhamed to affirm, that the, true 
Church hath alwzys caught that as ſoon as the 

Prieſt hath pronounced the words of Conlecra- 

tion, that the former-ſybRtancs gf Bread and 

Wine ischanged'into'the'/Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, ſo that no other ſubſtance remains but 

-only Chrifts Body and Blood; the-accidents re- 
mn without-a Subje@ ; borh, Scripture jc 

{eif, and alſothe uſeof che Primitive Church; 

and Opinion: of the misſt- ancient: Fathers do 

Mar. a5,25, EONTLAadit this Opinion: for in Scriprures we 
Mark. 14. find, that:even after that blefing which Chriſt 
” himſelf gaveover theBread and-Wine, he term 
ed ix the'Cup of the. New-Teftament. And al- 
ſo it is-mok different fromthe DoRrine of anti- 
ent, Fathers: for St, Auguſtine in his Book-de Do» 
ftrina- Chriſtians; -Liber" tertigs, cap.16-(aith, that 
theſe words, Except yorvat the fleſh bf the Son of Man, 
and drink his blood] exc,” are a/Figure, 'command- 
ing us to/partake of the-Paſſion of Chriſt, and. 
profitably croremember that hig 


| 1 higNeſh was cru- 
cifed for-us;'uccording as ChriſthimlelF _ 
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ed his Diſciples, ſaying; Do this i» remembrance: of 
me ; And'St.. ( bryfoſtame, ad Ceſarium Monacbumnd,; 
| faith, Bread, before it be ſanRifed; we call 
| Bread, but when the Divine Grace ſanQifts is,\t 
»- delivercdi from the name of Bread; and:ic is 
thought werthy the name of the Lords Body, 
though the Nature of Bread remain ſtil. Fhis pi, 
' 1s Thegdorecs Opinion, who faith, that the myſti» 7107; © 
cal ſigns; akkey Conſeeration., , do not depart = 
from their Nawre, -but'abide in-their former 
ſubſtance, figure and form, and- may be: feen 
and touched as before : And moreover, this 
Opinion is {o- far' diflenant and! differing from 
the Qpinion of the Primaizive Chureh, that it. is 
generally” confeſſed, that beforc the Luteran 
Council, about four hundred years ago, no 
man was bound to believe it,” as Tonſtell: in: his 
Book de-Feritate Corparis & Sanguinis Chriſti, ſaith, 
that before thay time it was free for all men to 
tollow their owflh-conjecture,. 25 concerning the 
mannex of the real preſence. And allo Byetand 
Scojus, twaancientSchaolmen (.as ware dotti 
aflitta.io his. Tan. diſtini; 5, and: al (erSores- in 
his 4. book; dſt18- 9. 4 2. art. 4: doth-afficm ) 
did hold-vhis Opinion to he very new. and laces 
ly brdygheiarothe Khwmeb, and-believadoanty 
upon the fauthoriry of the Laterane nw 
And: 
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And'Peter Lumbard” was ſo fart from” being 6f 
this Opinion, which the Church of Rome now 
holdeth; rhat in his fourth Book of Sentences, 
diſtin. 2. he ſaich of himſelf, If it be demand- 
ed what manner of Converſion this is, whether 
it'be formal or ſubſtantial; or of another kind, 
I am not able to:define. Finding therefore this 
difference betwixt the Church of Rome and the 
Primitive Church, yeaberwixt the'Church of 
Rome and Chriſt himſelf inthispeint, T thought 
ir more ſecure for my Souls health, to adhere 
unto.the Opinion of him thar-cannor err, then 
unto the Opinion of Pope Innocent the third, 
upon whoſe Shoulders 'our new” Opinioniſts, 
in this point, are glad to lay their Burden : ha- 
ving no other warrant for their novelty, but a 
poor {inful''mans Authority, - who to make 
himſelf great, is not afſhamed-roderogate from 
Chrifts Authority, and Expoſition in this point, 
who telleth us, that ſo often 'aRtve eat-or drink 
of this Bread or Wine, we ſhall do # iti remem- 
brance'only of him, feeding 'on him ie our 
Hearts by Faith; with: Thankſgiving ; 'teNing 
us inthe ſixth of John, verſe 36:'The Reſh-profiteth 
nothing ; it is the Spirit that quickeneth. - And'under 
corre&tion;1 wonld demand of aPapiſt,whether 
the Sacramenrt'of the Lords Supper was _ 
tute 
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-ruted for 'the feeding of our Souls, or of our 
Bodies, or of bath? Now'if they-an{wer, That 
it was inſtituted for feeding! and :nouriſhing; of. 
both, or of the Soul eſpecially, chen they muſt 
confels a thing moſt cantrary totheir own Te- 
nents ; that is, That' the Body.and Blood of 
Chriſt is ſpiritually in the Sacramentto feed 
the Soul, and not ſubſtantially to feed the Bo- 
dy, becauſe the Soul of man being a Spiritual 
lubſtance, cannot feed upon corporal food , 
which muſtneeds follow, if {o be that the Bo- 
dy and-Blood of Chriſt be corporally in the 
Sacrament. 

Now again, that it is only a Spiritual, and 
not-a Corporal food, to feed the Sou}, andnor 
the, Body, Chriſt' himſelf infinuateth in the 
ſixth of John, verſe'51. ſaying, Iam the Bread of 
Life which came down from Heaven ; if any man eat 
of this Bread, he ſhall live for ever: * which is meant 
of the Life of the Soul; we'being' almoſt certain 
that this our corruptuble Body muſt be diflol- 
ved, and cannot. live forever, but fo far as at 
the'day of Judgmenr it ſhall-participate with 
the Soul of perpetual Joy, or-of 'perpetual mi- 
ſery , ſuſtaining in the interim a diffolution ; 
becauſe, according to our Bodies, Earth we 
arc, and into Earth we muft+'rewurn' again. 
| D And 
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And therefqreto.-prelerys our corporal Life, wee 
nee4'nor:the Food afrbeB ad Bloodof 
Chrifti;. we-havye .othet qnaterial! and nacural 
Food fnfficieat , - And-to feed .our-Souls there- 
with, we cannot;.cat 1Þ Sonoas ;butr only 
ſpiritually by Faitb;} the SouLot man- being re 
capable of any:corparal Food:-: 

And againy if{o be that the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt be: corporally inthe Sacrament, we 
Cut off one Article fromiour Creed, wherein we 
Confeſs thar Qhrift fitterh/at/the: right Hand: of 
God: for he'being with a' true natural Body 
upon the Altar ( as the Papiſts hold )-is-not fit- 
ting at the righthand of his Father infhis Huma- 
nity. Bur becauſe we believethathe is aſcend- 
ed into Heaven, and fitteth at the'right Hand of 
his Father in. his: Humanity; we muſt alſo be. 


lieve that. he 3 only. fpiricually in the: Sacta- 
mentby his: Yor! POL pan 11 
-Aod out afgpe abſurdity theyinfer another, 


for by holding: bacOhirilts: Body and Blood: is 
corporally. in the-Satrament, - they-make that 
which is-noSimth be Sin; defining, thar if ſo 
| bethat by any accident ptamisfortyne,/ a Prieſt 
ſhould let a conſecrated Hoſt fall, oriſhediany 
ob the:conſecrated Wine; its 2 monal Sin, be 
1never:ſomuch againſt yourwill : Now how 
abſur 
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abſurd thiss; Þrefer both my-ſelf-and others 
unto- ther :Judgment of Saint Auguſtine, who 
faich, tharOmne Peccatum eft voluntarium; G* adeo 
Volantarmm, quod niſi eſſet polumtarium, nn effet pec« 
catum ;that is; that every ſin/(-underftanding 
actual fin ) muſt be voluntarily,” char is:com- 
mitted. - This conſideration [concerning this 
point of Tranſubſtantiation, was. a great mo- 
rive umothe aleration'of my Profeſiton.. ' 
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- Nother motive ofdiflikeofthe-Church of 
"A Rome and her,Dogtrinc,  did/ariſe from 
the conſideration of: thoſe: manifold abſurditics 
and abuſes committed underthe calowr of Au+ 
ricular Confeſſion» kt-being athing which the 
Church of Rome; withourany watrant of Gods 
Word;;and quite contrary tothepractice of the 
Primitive: Church; -hath takenrup at her-own 
hand::-For farft of: a1l;: co prove! thart\cheyihave 
no wartaat of Scripture for it;:their own Ca- 
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non: Law in the-5:-ditm@.- de: OR in. the: 

Gloſs ſaith, that Auricular Confeſſion was ta-' 

ken only by 2 certain Tradition 'of the 

Church, :and:notby any Authotiry of the Qld 
or New :Teſtamear.' And Petrus: Oxwnenſis:; 
ſometime Divinity-Reader at 'Salamance, ma- 
ny years: 2g0, publickly caught, that Auri- 
cular Confeſſian had the beginning from a. po- 
ſitive Law of the-Churchb,::and not:from the 
Law of God, of the ſame mind was Bonaven- 
ture, Medina, and others. 

And to prove that the Primitive Church did 
not uſe it, both Braſmus' in His. Annotations ad 
Heeron. de obitu Fabiol : and Rhenanus in his- 4n- 
notations, ad Tertul- de peniten.' ( being* both at 
that time learned Pi es ) did _—_ that 
neither Chriſt did orders Auricular Confeſſion, 
neither 1he- ancient Chinch fed cit; (which is 

Hifwis Confirmed: by the-a&t-of 'Nettarins Biſhop of Con- - 
5. fantivuple, who, as:the. three+fold Hiſtory doth 
57525, , teſtifie; whew 25 aunicular:Confeſion did farſt 
7.5.2 begin qo orcep-in; putdrdown'in his Church, 
c9.16 andall the Bifſhops' of the Baſt did the like i in 
theits, © as 'being/not only a Novelty,-buralſe 
in cheir! Jadgments, ſo.far from _þbeing; a: fo- 
 *eh, Vereign Medicineftor Sin;!( a> fonte men/hold 
<4, it; )that it was-found rather to be a Norſc-of 


ſin, 
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ſin, Churches being; converted into Stews, Con: 
fefion playing the Pander.unto the Prieſt and 
his Penitencs, there. to-parle, and. conſult, .I 
mean, under Canteflion, how to effect and pra- 
Riſe their carnal AﬀeRions and Deſigns : which 
| indeed was the chiefeſt thing that moved Bi- 
ſhop Nearius tothruſt it our of Conſt Minople, 
ro, preveat ſuch wickedneſs, as by a wokylexpe- 
rience ofa Geatlewoman that. was raviſhed, he 
found to be praiſed. . 

And I can ſpeak upon my-own knowledge, 
thus much : That 1 have not-noted any thing 
that hath: opened-a wider gate.or way unto fin, 
than-Auricular Confeſſion. My Realon is this, 
Firſt, that many care not what they do or ſay, 
think ic-ſufficient (be.they never ſo great ſwear» 
ers, flanderers, oriblaſphemers, or whatſoever 
actual ſins they .c@yamit) to go.oncea yearto 
Confeſhon: and —_— moſt Villanies and 
Conſpiracies, which are cither intended.or pra- 
ilcd againeither Princes or Countries, (ſome 
whereof I could ſpecife in particular, if ſo ir 
might be. well taken) arc for the moſt part 0- 
pened and conſulted upon in Confeſſion : for. 
Men not daring to open ſuch things out.of Con» 
f:(Gon,.and being defirous to. have advice and 
direion in them; propound ſuch buſineſles in 
Con- 
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Confefion, andthen under. pretence:of confef- 
ſing their ſins, they: malicioully confalt howto 
effe& and praRiſe their ſmful purpoles. 

And beſides that experience which I my (elf: 
have adof theſe things in thattime that I heard 
Confefons, bur atrly amongfta handful of pri- 
meſt Migious Mcn (ſo reputed) amongt whom 
in theiw-daily Confeſſions, I found: contingal 
plotting and praCtiling ob loferiours againſt their' 
Superivurs,and ſuch as were inany office, and of 
Superiours againſt their Inferiours, how to quic 
and rid themlelves of fuch religfous Men asthey 
found to be. zealous. ; Biel; in his-Canow:i lefÞ, 77. 
ſaith of his time; -rhat it! was an uſual thing for 
Meri and Women to turn'their Confeſſions into 
Babblings and Curioſities, mingling profane 
talk ccncerning, vitethings. - Now belides theſe 
abfurqines, and notwit] ing: thatithere is 
no warrant of Scripture fort; neither was any 
uſe of it in the Primitive Church: there be- di- 
vers. and thoſe very Learned;: that hold it not 
neceſfary atall, : Andamongſt others, Michael 
Bonon,” 3n- his Expoſition upon the 29th Pſahn 
faith; that ſeeing Juſtification is the - infuſion 
of Grace, whereupon ſin is remitted, it-fol- 
loweth, that Confellion is nor neceſſary either 
tor-the obtaining of Pardon for -our” fins, or 


tor 
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for our Juſtification for, according to the true 


order of things, Confeſſion in time followeth - 


Contrition; andtherefore ſeeing Contrition ir 


ſelf is not without Juſtification, the ſaid Juſti- 


 fication\may be had 'without Confeſſion ; of 
this mind is Cajetan. Tom. 3, q.'$. art. 4. ſaying, 


That a man truly contrite and forrowful for 
his fins, ſtandeth lean in.the Judgment of God, 
and:is a formed member of the Church Mili- 
rant And! Prey 4yumbard, in his fourth Book, 
Diftintb, 18; and divers others with him, hold, 
that the Prieſt hath no power to forgive ſin, or 
to; work any ſpiritual effe&t by yertue of the 
Keys, - which is the Tenent -of out Church of 
England, ( which not diſallowing: Confeſſion 
upon juſt occaſion, ) notwithſtanding holdeth, 
that the Prieſt cannot giyc the penitent any [pi» 
ritual Grace, neither: abſolve him otherwiſe, 
then declare the peniteit, upary his erue Contri- 
tion to be abſolved, through the 'Mercies and 


- Merits of Jeſus Chrift, This Conſideration of 


the little neceflity met have of auricular Con- 
feſlion, ;and likewiſe, of the great, Abulcs and 
Abſurdities committed under Confeſſion, , was 
a great motive to withdraw my AﬀecRtion from. 
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ba CHAP. VI. 


' Concerning divers other Points, as of Prayer for the | 


Souls im Purgatory,- of Purgatory it ſelf, Tra- 
dition, and ſuch-like, | | 


N /Þ Any other Motives to diſlike the Do- 


1 VB crine of the Church of Rome, did offer 


themſelves unto the Eyes of my Soul, the which 
1 will only briefly ſet down, without any long 


Diſcourſe, left I ſhould offend the Reader with 
Prolixify. Another Motive did ariſe from the 


abſurdity of that Tenent of the Church of Rome, 
which'teacheth and commandeth to pray for 
the Souls in Purgatory, having no warrant of 
Scripture for it, neither being able to prove by 
Scripture, of by Tradition,” that there- is any 
Purgatory at all ;" for Baroning,-in the 'firft Vo- 
lame of his late written Hiftory, going-about 
to patronize Prayer for the Souls in Purgatory, 
out of -the ſecond Book' of Maccabees, chap. 12. 
Terſ. 43- which is Apocrypba; *he inferreth +0 
prove Purgatory, ſaying, that'fince the Church 
hath admitted Prayer-for the Dead, there muſt 


of neceſſity be a Purgatory, -otherwilſe, it-were 


ro no cnd to pray for the Dead. But ro warrant 
FEA this 
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- this Do&rine either of Purgatory, or Prayer for 
the Dead, he hath, only this to ſay, Pie creditur jo, 
' traditum eſſe ab Apoſtolis, that is, it is a charitable 
belicf that the Church hath this Do@trine by 
Tradition from the Apoſtles. 
And after that I began'to refle& upon Tra- 
dition, eſpecially finding in the fourth Seſſion 
of the firſt Councel of Trent, chap. 1. that the 
Church of Rome doth equalize Tradition with 
Holy Scripture, and that Baronivs in his late 
written Hiſtory, is not aſhamed to prefer it be- 
fore Scripture, ſaying, /ideas quanti ponderis - (it 4r. 53: 
ipſa Traditio, ut ex ipſa Novi Teftamenti [cripta omnia 
Authoritatem acceperint ; Conſider, ſaith he, of 
what force and authority Tradition is, ſeeing 
that the New Teſtament is authorized by ir. 
And it followeth, Traditio fundamentum Scriptura- 
rum, in eoq; iſtas excellunt, quod ill niſi Traditione 
firmentur, non ſubſiſtant, h# vero etiam - ſine ſcriptis 
ſuam” obtineant firmitatem, that 13, the-ground or 
foundation of Scripture is Tradition, and here- 
In doth excell it, becauſe Seripture cannot ſtand 
without Tradition, : but T:radition 'can ſtand 
without Scripture. -Looking'upowthe Opini- 
on of Ancient. Fathets touching this point, 1 
found that Bgſil rhe Great, an Ancient Greek. Aus 
thor, writeth to this-efte&: It #s neceſſary and con- Regul. Con: 
S E ſonant © ®® 
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fonant to Reaſon, that 'every mas learn that- which it 
needful out of Scripture both forthe fulnefs of Godlineſs, 
and leſt they be inured to buniane Tradition. Where, 
out of this one mans Opinion, a man may ſuf- 
fciently gather, that Tradition inthe Primitive 
Church was of ſmall Reputation, *but-rather 
ſuſpeRed as an Invention to ſubvert true Reli- 
gion , for when as the Church of Rome began 
to vary from the Doctrine of the Primitive 
Church, and to bring in theſe Points of Purga- 
tory, Prayer for the Dead, Auricular Conteſ- 
fion, Pardons, Plenary ladulgences;. Praying to 
Saints, Hallowing of Beads, Medals, Croſſes, 
Agnus Deis, and ſuch like: Fooleries, which are- 
meer: humane ſubtil Inventions, ariſing from 
the avarice and ambition'ofthe Clergy, which 
by theſe means glean the common People, and 
pick their Pockets, under pretended Piety,whilft 
they make them pay fo much for every Pardon, 
ſo much for Maſſes that are ſaid or ſung for the 
Dead, give this or that to the Church for'to 
have an Annual or Anniverſary Maſs for them- 
ſelves and their Friends; and-mice men to b 
hallowed Medals, Crofles, 4ewus Deis, 'and ſuch 
like, perſwading them, that laying ſuch hallow- 
ed things upon an Altar'where:Malſs is ſaid or 
fung, they'ſhalf deliver a Soul our of Purgato- 
I); 


Muſeraues Moves. 29 

Ty; Having no watrant of Scripture for any 
ſuch ching, bur only their Tradition, depriving 
| indeed the Laity of the uſe of Scripture, yea, 
and from reading of any Books whatfoever 
that do not agree with their Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline, wands . upon them 'the Yoke of Traditi- 
on; and by this means keep them not only in 
blindneſs of Conſcience, but alſo in laviſh 
Obedience, ic being, as they teach , Anathema 
for any man to contradict or reje&t whatſoever 
che Church ſhall impoſe or injoyn under the 
Title of Tradition, it being indeed the chiefeſt 
and ſtrongeſt Pillar they have to ſupport their 
Poſitions; infomuch that Audradins pncking of 
Tradition, faith, Quam Traditionum Authoritatem ſt 011 
tollas, nutare jam &* vacillare videbuntur, that 1s, mas #. 2: 
ny points of the Romiſh Faith would reel, if 
they were not fupported by Tradition. The 
due Conſideration of this point, bred a great 
diſtaſte in my Soul; - and no leſs diſlike I took 
of Romiſh Dorine and Diſcipline, when | 
began to conſider the great Ambition of that 
Church, which isſo far gone from the Humili- 
ty of the Primitive Church, that whereas in for- 
mer times the Biſhops of Rome lived in great 
Humilicy , Patience; and Poverty, atrending 
unto that one-thing which is moſt Neceſlary;; 
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and before the time of Conſtantine the-Great, and: 
many years after, were fo far from aſſuming, 
any ſecular Authority upon them, that withour: 
che Emperours favour and aflent, no man was 
admitted to be Biſhop of Rome; 'now are (ofar- 
gone from the path of Humility, that they fit 
upon the Pinnacle of Arrogancy,aſluming more. 
Authority by many degrees both ſpiritually 
and temporally, then ever Chriſt gave. unto his. 
Apoſtles, or unto Peter, whoſe Succeſlors they. 
challenge themſclves to be ; inſomuch that as 
before, no man could be Biſhop of Rome withe 
out the Conſent of the Emperour, ſo now, no 
man can be Emperour.but by the aſſent of the: 
Pope, otherwiſe he ſhall be excommunicate ; 
yea, and the Pope is now. of that Authority, or: 
at the leaſt, taketh: fo. much Authority upon 
him, that he maketh no ſcruple to depoſe Ems 
perours and Kings, and to diſpence with Sub- 
jets for withdrawing their Allegiance from 
their true and natural Princes,. which are. an 
way oppoſite untothe Church of Rome. Theſe 
things are ſufficiently known both by Ancient 
and Modern Hiſtories, which mention both 
Ancient and Modern Examples to this effect. 

Again, refleQing upon the bad behaviour 
and living of Romiſh Prieſts, it did breed a 


great 
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how Prizfts, which, as they hold, have vowed 
Chaſtity, lye wallowing 1n the ſordid puddle 


of Luſt. And if any man ſhall think or imagine- 


tharl ſpeak out of ſpleen, and not of ſincerity, 
[could refer him for proof hereof, unto the ve- 


ry Place, a great and populous City of theirs, 


wherein he is notaccounted a Noble and Wor- 


thy: Gentleman that is not deſcended from a 


Preeft, either ſecular or religious, the moſt part 
oh that City being deſcended from Prieſts ; Fick 
is the [ncontinency of that Place. And not on-: 
ly there, but alſoanall other places itisa com- 
mon practice of Church-men, under the pre- 


rence of ——_ ſpiritual Daughters, to keep: 


damned and common: Courtezans, or elle 
make little or no ſcruple at all to frequent dil- 
honeſt Houſes , as a little before my coming; 
away from Macline, a Prieſt at Bruſſels did veri- 


fie, by going in the Nighrt-time to a diſhoneſt . 


Houle, .and miſſing the Door, went unto a 
wrong Houſe, where knocking at the Door, 


the:good Wife came to open it, and ſeeing 


the Prieſt, told:him that he was deceived, and 
that that Houſe was not a Houle of that quali- 
ty he took it. to be. The Prieſt for anger drew 
his Knife upon the Woman, which hada Child 


m - 


Jr. 


at - diſtaſte 'in- my Conſcience, to conſider 
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Mauſeraves Motrvey. 
in her Arms; the Watnan crying but , her 
Husband came in, and reprehended the Prieſt, 
whereupon the Prieſt cut him with his Kaife 
quite over the Belly, and burt both che Woman 
and the Child. Many, {uch Examples might be 
produced both of-{eculars, and xeligious Prieſts 
and Nuns. : 

Thedue conſideration of theſe things, and of 


many more, ot which I cannot now intend to 


diſcourſe; as alſo the daily reading of the Scrip- 
cures and Ancient Fathers, together with the aſs 
ſtance of Gods Grace, reſtored me to ſight again, 
which through my own Folly I had loſt. And 
when 1 clearly perceived how far I had done 
amiſs, not only by aflenting unto the Church of 
Rome, but alſo by betaking my ſelf unto ſuch a 
courſe of Life as that was; I was wonderfully 
ſorry, and much afflited m Conſcience, moſt 
willing,if Opportunity had ſerved,to have given 
over all, and retired my ſelf unto my Mother 
Church , only the Conſideration of my Profeſ- 
fron did: {(omewhat daunt me, thinking thar I 
ſhould be accounted an Apoſtata; until it pleafed 
the Lord to ſend me this Reſolution, that an 
undiſcreet Vow is better broken then kept, eſ- 
pecially when. it tendeth to the endangering of 
2 mans Soul. 

And 


Muſeraves Motrues. * 

And becauſe ſome may ask of me, wherefore 
did not conſider theſe things at the firſt, in the 
time of my Probation, I muſt anſwer as did in 
the beginning, That in the time of a mans No- 
viceſhip, he is ſo much imployed in learning the 
Ceremonies and Obſervations of that Order, thar 
he hath nowime vacant to look after other mat- 
ters; and beſides, he is not permitted to read any 
Books, bur ſuch as the Prior and his Maſter ſhall 
appoint, which commonly are Books fit only 
to nuzzlea man in blind Devotion, not to in- 
ſtrut him in Matters of Religion. Having there- 
fore lived a long time in great Perplexity,and not 
finding any comfort or reſt of Conſcience in that 
Seaof Diſquiet and Perturbation, I reſolved with 
Noe's Dove, to return unto my Mother Church, 
the which by Gods good Afliſtance I have ob- 
tained, unto the great comfort of my Soul; and 
do with all my Heart imbrace all and every Ar- 
ticle of the Church of England, being moſt ready, 
according to my Ability, to impend all the Pow- 
er and Strength both of my Soul and Body, yea, 
and my deareſt Blood, for the Aﬀertion and Pro- 
motion of them, defiring and wiſhing no greater 


Bleſſing at Gods Hands, but that I may be found - 


worthy and able (though in the meaneſt degree) 
to do God and my Sovereign Service in the Mi- 
niſtry, 

FINIS. 


Oy 


